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On their way: From left, Amin, Nabilah, Aez, Wana, Fatin, and Daus, six secondary school students from Brunei,
find a spot in business class on the NIU bus bringing them to DeKalb Saturday from O’Hare International Airport
Saturday. The students are part of the first group of Southeast Asian students to participate in the new
Southeast Asia Youth Leadership Program, traveled to DeKalb from O’Hare International Airport Saturday. (Photo
by Rai Hancock)

Southeast Asia Youth Leadership participants arrive
1) SEAYLP students begin program at NIU
2) Center publishes last issue of Crossroads journal
3) NIU Southeast Asia course schedule posted for spring
4) Papers sought for SEA Club’s spring student conference
5) International Ramayana Conference call for papers
6) Study abroad in Southeast Asia through NIU
7) USINDO forum features Michael Buehler
8) Thai intern at NIU learning through librarianship
9) Center presents second workshop at Texas State
10) USOAR proposal deadline approaches
11) New Indonesia exchange program announced
12) Advanced Filipino Abroad program applications available
13) Humanitarian law summer institute accepting applications
14) Area Southeast Asia cultural events

►SEAYLP students begin program at NIU
Twenty-seven secondary school students from five
Southeast Asia countries arrived at NIU’s Holmes
Student Center on Saturday, Nov. 21 to begin three
weeks with the NIU’s new Southeast Asia Youth
Leadership Program (SEAYLP). Funded by the U.S.
State Department, the program is at NIU under the
aegis of the International Training Office and the
center. The students, accompanied by adult
educators as chaperones, are from Brunei, Cambodia,
Malaysia, Singapore, and Vietnam. Over the
weekend, students were introduced to the program
and oriented to campus by faculty members and
graduate students connected with the program. From
Monday to Wednesday, Nov. 23–25, students will
begin workshops on cultural interaction, teamLearning at lunch: Mariah, left, a
teacher accompanying the Malaysian
building, civic engagement, and community
SEAYLP students, eats fish sandwiches
involvement, capped off by a welcoming luncheon
at a DeKalb McDonalds with two of her
Wednesday where students will meet the host
students, Rahman and Muaz.
families with whom they will be staying during the
rest of their time in DeKalb. The group will leave Dec. 8 for five days in Washington,
D.C., before they head back to their home countries.
►Center publishes last issue of Crossroads journal
The last issue of the center’s journal, Crossroads: An Interdisciplinary
Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, Vol. 19.2, a theme issue on
Southeast Asian diasporas edited by Nathalie Huynh Chau
Nguyen, is now in print. A limited number of copies will be for
sale after subscriptions are filled. As the center winds down its
Southeast Asia Publications program, which officially closes Jan.
15, it is selling out its existing inventory of books and back copies
of all Crossroads volumes to individuals at 20 percent off list price
(excluding shipping). See the SEAP page on the center website for
titles and ordering information or contact the center at 815-7531981. Northern Illinois University Press will begin publishing a new Southeast Asia
monograph series under a joint imprint with the center in 2010.
►NIU Southeast Asia course schedule posted for spring
The spring 2010 NIU course list for Southeast Asian studies undergraduate minors and
graduate students has been posted on the center website. Thirty-one courses are on the
list. New for spring is POLS 376, Political Violence, taught by assistant political science
professor Kikue Hamayotsu. The course introduces theories of political conflict,
opposition, and methods of concluding violent conflicts, including war.

►Papers sought for SEA Club’s spring student conference
Abstracts are being accepted from both undergraduate and graduate students for the
Southeast Asia Club’s spring conference and culture night, set for March 19–20. The
conference will explore gender roles, sex, and violence in modern-day and historical
Southeast Asia. The keynote speaker will be Barbara Watson Andaya, director of the
Center for Southeast Asian Studies at the University of Hawai’i-Manoa and most
recently the author of The Flaming Womb: Repositioning Women in Early Modern Southeast
Asia. Abstract deadline is Dec. 31; final drafts are due Feb. 10. There is a $100 prize for
best undergraduate paper and a $250 award for best graduate paper. E-mail inquiries
and abstracts to conference coordinator Matthew Jagel at Reebok74@comcast.net or call
630-709-3999.
►International Ramayana Conference call for papers
Scholars are invited to submit presentation proposals by Dec. 31 for next year’s Third
International Ramayana Conference. The two-day event, co-sponsored by CSEAS, the
Center for South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies at the University of Illinois, and the
International Ramayana Institute of North America, is set for Sept. 17–19, 2010 at NIU’s
Naperville campus. The conference will include presentations and a Ramayana-based
teacher workshop. For details, see the conference website.
►Study abroad in Southeast Asia through NIU
 History and Culture of Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur, May 9–28: Three-week
program led by assistant history professor Eric Jones and beginning in Kuala
Lumpur. Students will visit nature reserves (orangutans and proboscis
monkeys), historical sites, religious centers, and rural areas throughout Malaysia
and Brunei, where they will interact with the region’s ethnically and religiously
diverse populations. Three credit hours. Open to graduate and undergraduate
students. Application deadline: March 1. Contact the NIU Study Abroad Office,
417 Williston Hall; call 815-753-0304 or e-mail niuabroad@niu.edu.
 Cambodia Field School, Phnom Penh, July 15–Aug. 15: Four-week
ethnographic field school led by anthropology professor Judy Ledgerwood.
Students will study Cambodian culture, religion, and various field-study
methods, including surveys, interviews, and participant observation. A
collaborative project with the Royal University of Fine Arts in Phnom Penh.
Advanced undergraduate students or graduate students may apply.
Applications will be available at NIU Study Abroad Office by end of fall
semester. For details, contact Ledgerwood at 815-753-0246 or jledgerw@niu.edu.
►USINDO forum features Michael Buehler
Incoming political science faculty member Michael Buehler was in Washington, D.C.,
Monday, Nov. 23, to present “Of Geckos and Crocodiles: Analyzing Indonesia’s
Corruption Eradication Efforts,” a forum co-sponsored by the United States-Indonesia
Society (USINDO) and the Hills Program on Governance at the Center for Strategic and

International Studies. Buehler, a postdoctoral fellow in Modern Southeast Asian Studies
at Columbia University’s Weatherhead East Asian Institute in New York, will join NIU’s
political science department in fall 2010.
►Thai intern at NIU learning through librarianship
Thida Sarikam, an undergraduate linguistics student from Naresuan University in
central Thailand, is working as an intern in various departments at Founders Library
this year, reports center associate Chalermsee Olson, associate dean for collections and
technical services. The internship at NIU is part of Thida’s course program at Naresuan,
Olson said. “Her professor sent Thida here to be trained in the library with hope that she
will learn English language skills by using librarianship as the subject. Thida will sit in
meetings, bibliographic instruction classes, and hopefully part of the Crossroads [ILAS
225] class as well,” Olson said. Thida currently is assigned to the Donn V. Hart Southeast
Asia Collection; she’ll be on campus until Feb. 28.
►Center presents second workshop at Texas State
On Nov. 19–20, assistant history professor Eric Jones and the center’s Jim Collins and
Julie Lamb presented “Teaching Southeast Asia
to Undergraduates” to a group developing a
Southeast Asian studies program at Texas State
University-San Marcos. This is the second of
four workshops organized by the center for
faculty members at Texas State, among them
Ann Brooks, professor of educational and
psychological services; Leah Renold, assistant
professor of history; Sandy Rao, professor of
mass communications and journalism and associate dean of the Graduate College;
Hyuan Jung Yun, assistant professor of political science; Ani Yazedjian, assistant
professor of family and consumer science; J. D. Jamieson, professor of criminal justice,
and Dennis Dunn, professor of history and director of Center for International Studies.

Peaceful performance: Wrapping up the
Nov. 13 Southeast Asian Culture Night
entertainment at Wirtz Hall was this
group of 14 students performing
Payapang Daigdig (A Peaceful World), a
composition by Felipe De Leon with
keyboard and angklung accompanied by
a slideshow presentation on the
paintings of Fernando Amorsolo. Both
De Leon and Amorsolo are revered
national artists in the Philippines. Center
associate and music professor Jui-Ching
Wang provided the cipher notation for
the angklung.

►USOAR proposal deadline approaches
Proposals for the NIU Committee on the Undergraduate Academic Environment’s 2010–
11 USOAR (Undergraduate Special Opportunities in Artistry and Research) awards are
due Dec. 2. The USOAR program gives up to $2,500 to individual students for
independent artistry or research projects under the guidance of an NIU faculty or staff
member. In 2009–10, NIU students Shay Galto and Ryan Beebe received USOAR
funding to work with history professor J. D. Bowers on his project, “The Transmission of
Oral History after the Khmer Rouge Regime.” Projects must be completed between
March 1, 2010, and Feb. 28, 2011. Contact Julia Spears at 815-753-8152 or
jspears1@niu.edu.
►New Indonesian exchange program announced
The Institute of International Education announces the Freeman Indonesia Nonprofit
Internship Program (FINIP), a new nine-week exchange program, funded by the
Freeman Foundation, intended to develop student leaders and strengthen the nonprofit
sector in Indonesia. The institute will pair ten Indonesian students pursuing U.S.
degrees with ten U.S. undergraduates and arrange internships for them to work together
in an Indonesian nonprofit organization. The program, arranged by IIE’s partner
organization, the Indonesian International Education Foundation (IIEF), will run from
June 15 to Aug. 17 in three cities: Jakarta, Bandung and Yogyakarta. All program-related
costs will be covered. Interested American and Indonesian sophomores and juniors
enrolled in U.S. institutions are encouraged to apply (online application at
http://www.iie.org/programs/finip). Application deadline: Feb. 15. For details, e-mail
finip@iie.org, call 212- 984-5542, or see the program website.
►Advanced Filipino Abroad Program applications available
Applications are now available for intermediate Tagalog students (juniors, seniors, or
graduate students) interested in traveling to the Philippines next summer for an
intensive eight weeks of language training at De La Salle University at Dasmarinas. The
U.S. Department of Education-funded project is supported by the SEA Consortium
Centers (including CSEAS) and the Consortium for the Advancement of Filipino.
Application deadline: Feb. 8. Fellowships covering transportation and partial program
costs are available. For information, see the program website or contact director Teresita
Ramos at teresita@hawaii.edu.
►Humanitarian law summer institute accepting applications
The Summer Institute in International Humanitarian Law is now accepting applications
for “Internal Conflicts in the Asia Pacific Region,” a two-week professional workshop set
for May 10–22 in Indonesia. The workshop is organized by the Asian International
Justice Initiative, a collaboration between the East-West Center in Hawai’i and the
University of California-Berkeley War Crimes Studies Center in partnership with the
Indonesian National Human Rights Commission in Bali. The curriculum will focus

on conflict resolution in the Asia Pacific region, with a specific emphasis on Southeast
Asia and Sri Lanka. Primary country case studies to be considered will be Indonesia
(conflicts in Aceh and Papua); the Philippines (conflict between the government and the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front in Mindanao); Sri Lanka; and southern Thailand. A
limited number of scholarships may be available. Application deadline: Jan. 1. For
details, go to the institute website or contact program coordinator Penelope Van Tuyl at
summerinstitute@eastwestcenter.org.
►Area Southeast Asia cultural events
 The Indonesian Consulate in Chicago offers free Balinese and Javanese dance
and gamelan classes on weekends. For details, see the consulate website.
If you are a person with a disability who may need additional assistance at any center-sponsored
event, please contact office manager Nancy Schuneman at 815-753-1771 or nschunem@niu.edu.
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